Peter Jeanes
Peter Jeanes has been a member of the South Somerset Astronomical Society for well over twenty
five years. He was treasurer for most of the early years. I met him at St James Church. On joining
the SSAS I met him again and discovered that we both had a passion for Astronomy and Computing.
He has generously helped me from time to time with the occasional PC problem. Sometimes we
would visit an old friend to help him get the internet to work, or we would go to listen to an organ
recital. I am both honoured to have known him and blessed to have him as friend.
Below are some snapshots of what other had to say about him. If you would like to add your own
comments, let me know and I will add them to this page.
Joe Gentile
JEANES Peter Anthony of Taunton, passed away at home after a short battle with cancer on 10th
February 2021, aged 71 years. Peter will be greatly missed by his loving wife Sue, his children Sarah,
Amy & Chris, daughter-in-law Julia, grandchildren Isabel & Laura and his brothers and sisters. Due to
current restrictions the funeral will be a small gathering at St James' Church followed by cremation
at Taunton Deane Crematorium for invited close family members only on 5th March. For anyone
wishing to view the service at the Crematorium via a WebCast please contact the Funeral Directors.
A Memorial service for Peter at St James' Church, Taunton will be held later on in the year when
current restrictions have been lifted. Family flowers only please. Anyone wishing to remember Peter,
may like to make a donation to St Margaret's Somerset Hospice and send c/o E White & Son Ltd.,
Funeral Directors, 138/139, East Reach, Taunton TA1 3HN., Tel: 01823 272183.
From the COUNTY GAZETTE

Peter Jeanes – A gentle man
It is with deep sadness we mention the death of Peter Jeanes,
one of our longest standing church members and organist
at St James. He passed away peacefully following a recent
diagnosis of lung cancer. As a church we grieve his loss and
extend our heartfelt sympathy to Sue and all the family.
Below are just a few memories and tributes to a rare and
special person, from some who have had the privilege of
knowing him over the years.

“A lovely, gentle, friendly man who has given much to St James
through his organ playing, praying and showing love and care for
others.” (John & Vicky)

“A lovely, unassuming, gentle man who was totally committed to St
James . I especially remember a farm visit he organised years ago and
also enjoyed the talk he gave about our church organ of which he was so
proud.” (Sue Collard)
“Our family have known Pete since 1962 when involved
with the church choir, bell ringing and various youth clubs.
Pete fully embraced these church activities and encouraged
me and others to be involved…
Pete was a member of the robed choir for many years, singing
either alto or tenor alongside Sue’s Dad, Howard… Pete
enjoyed playing (the organ) at any opportunity…and leased
business premises in town which included an internal door
giving access to a full size church pipe organ in the Mary
Street Unitarian Chapel…
He will be remembered as a real ‘gentleman’ who always
showed a genuine concern and interest in people – being
generous with his time, helping and showing God’s love to
others.” The Harewood family)
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“Peter was always a real encouragement to me at
times when I needed it most. For example, while
enthusiastic about playing the organ he would never
stand in the way of change… This self-giving is a
rare Christian quality and one which I tried to learn
from Peter. I thank God for having known him.”
(Tim J)
“We have known Peter…a very long time from
our bellringing days. A true friend and always a
gentleman.” (Alan and Betty Partridge)
“We have fond memories of the early 1970s when ‘Pete’, as we knew him
then, was part of the young people’s group and was an enthusiastic member
of the church choir. Peter had a wonderful strong alto voice at that time. He
loved to join Rob at the organ, choosing the registration for various pieces
of music, discussing specifications and occasionally clambering into the
organ to make an adjustment! His knowledge and love of church organs
and the organ music repertoire was second to none. We will miss him very
much.” (Liz and Rob Rawle)
“Pete was an important member of the missionary committee for a long
time. He was a man of few words when you spoke to him but what he had
to say was always worth listening to…one of the saints, never one for the
limelight, just happy to work away in the background.” (Richard and Jacqui)
Such a kind and helpful person, Peter was so kind when Jack died. Nothing
was too much trouble, helping me with practical things that were beyond
my abilities. (Jenny Edmonds)
“Peter had many interests and gifts which he used generously for others. He
always retained a love for the children of St James (Archbishop Cranmer)
School, where he served as a dedicated school governor for many years…
Peter was one of those foundation stones at St James – quietly sitting there
minding his own business, dependably getting on with the job in hand
and avoiding the limelight. His keen sense of mission was an example and
challenge to us all; we will do well to build on his ethos.”
(Jenny &Martin W)
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